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Alyssa Ayres' fascinating study examines Pakistan's troubled history by exploring the
importance of culture to political legitimacy. Early leaders selected Urdu as the natural symbol of
the nation's great cultural past, but due to its limited base great efforts would be required to
make it truly national. This paradox underscores the importance of cultural policies for national
identity formation. By comparing Pakistan's experience with those of India and Indonesia, the
author analyzes how their national language policies led to very different outcomes. The lessons
of these large multiethnic states offer insights for the understanding of culture, identity, and
nationalism throughout the world. The book is aimed at scholars in the fields of history, political
theory, and South Asian studies, as well as those interested in the history of culture and
nationalism in one of the world's most complex, and challenging, countries.

Winner, 2011-2012 Junior Book Prize, American Institute of Pakistan StudiesReview"Alyssa
Ayres has written an important and compelling account of theimpact and influence of language
and culture on one of the twentiethcentury's most dramatic stories-the creation of Pakistan as
the veryfirst nation born of a religion. She reveals the extraordinary story ofthe role that language
has played in shaping nationalism and culture in modern Pakistan. Dr. Ayres is one of our finest
experts on the history, culture and politics of South Asia"-Nicholas Burns, Professor ofthe
Practice of Diplomacy and International Politics, Harvard University and formerly U.S. Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs"An important study into the complexities of language and
history inPakistan which offers unique insights into the fragility of Pakistan as a nation. No
country in the world is more important to America thanPakistan and this book helps us
understand it better."-Bruce Riedel, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution"Today, when all eyes are
focused on Pakistan ... Alyssa Ayres has provided aninsightful analysis of Pakistan's domestic
cultural complexities. ...Ayres brings cultural issues and trends squarely into the discourse
ofnational polity. This is a rare feat."-Vishakha N. Desai, President, Asia SocietyFrom
AudioFileBook DescriptionThis book examines Pakistan's troubled history by exploring the
importance of culture to political legitimacy. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition
edition.Book DescriptionThis book examines Pakistan's troubled history by exploring the
importance of culture to political legitimacy. It is aimed at scholars in the fields of history, political
theory and South Asian studies, as well as those interested in the history of culture and
nationalism in one of the world's most complex, and challenging, countries. --This text refers to
the printed_access_code edition.About the AuthorAlyssa Ayres is Director for India and South
Asia at McLarty Associates, Washington, DC. A cultural historian of modern South Asia, Alyssa
Ayres has carried out research in India, Pakistan, and Indonesia. She has co-edited three books,
including one forthcoming on power realignments between China, India, and the United States,



as well as two volumes in Asia Society's India Briefing series. --This text refers to the
printed_access_code edition.Read more
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Muhammad Mahmood Ahmad, “Good Quality. Good Quality”

The book by Alyssa Ayres has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 2 people have provided feedback.
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